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It’s safe to remove brain tumours®

Aditya Dev | THN

Surgaon: Forty-three-year-old Suzzane
name changed s from United Kingdom
was diagnosed with brain tumour in
007, Doctors had dismissed her
Arst seizure, which ocourred when
shewas pregnant, as a com-
alication arising duetoher
sregnancy. But when the
svmptoms persisted even af-
& the delivery, she had to
mdergo a thorough diag-
aosis and 1t emerged that
she was suffering from a
arain tumoun

Biopsy of the tumour re-
vealed that she was suffer.
ng fromm a Grade IV (high-
sst erade) brain cancen Doe-
worssaid she would not sur
vive beyond a vear and asked

headaches, which were associated
with nawusea, in February 2010,
Ower the next few days, his condition
began to worsen and he had difficulty
in walking. He would complain of his
left side being numb and would fre-
quently lose balance
while trying to wall.

Doctors found a large
tumour in his left cere-
bellar hemisphere, which
15 mainly responsible for
maintaining the balance
and coordination in
the body After surgical
excision of the tumour,
Mangal can now run and
play like any other child
of his age.

These patients have
not only been given a new
lease of life but are per-

2er to tale chemotherapy
and radiotherapy sessions, But after un-
lergoing a surgery and subssquent ther-
apies, Suzanne has not only escaped from
‘he jaws of death, but 15 also able to lead
1 disease free life,

Mangal Row (8) started getting

fect examples of how per-
severance and a positive approach,
coupled with the right treatiment, can
go a long way in battling any diseases.
Dr A N Jha.chairman, institute of neu-
rosciences, Medanta, who treated these
patients, said, “Neurosurgery today

has become very safe for brain tumours
and patients can lead a healthy life af-
ter surgeries.’”

Speaking at the mternational Brain
Turmour Awareness Week at Medanta
on Monday, Dr Jha, said: “The latest
technologies help surgeons to remove
brain tumours precisely and safelw
Timely diagnosis, technologically ad-
vaneed surgery and precise means of
delivering radiotherapy to the brain
hawe enabled patients like Suzanne to
survive against all odds and recover
from one of the worst forms of brain
cancer with minimum side effects.””

Dr Jha is credited with bringing the
latest technology of BrainSUITE (In-
tracperative MRI to India,

Dr Maresh Trehan, CMD of Medan-
ta, said, “We intend to dispel the no-
tion that brain tumours are untreat-
able. There iz a lack of awareness about
the disease aswellas the treatment op-
tions available for it.
Patients leading a healthy life after
Ireatment proves that treatment has
become much more advanced and re-
liable now.™”
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Academics to
review top social
science bodies

Akshaya Mukul | Taw

Mew Delhi: Some of country's
leading academics and educa-
tion administrators have been
roped in by the HRD ministry
to review the working of four
prestigious institutions — n-
dian Institute of Advanced
Study, Indian Council of So-
cial Science Research, Indian
Couneil of Historical Research
and Indian Council of Philo-
sophical Research.

TCA Anant, secretary inthe
statistics and programme im-
plementation, B8 Chimni, pro-
fessor in JNU, and BB Bhat-
tacharva, vice-chancellor of
JINU, will review the working
of 1TAS, Shimla. Historians
Satish Chandra and Amiyva
Bagchi will reviesw ICHR while
ICESR will be reviewed by a
panel consisting of Despal Ma-
var, former vice-chancellor of
Delhi University, Balul Dho-
lakia, former director of IIM
Ahmedabad, and economist
Kirit Parikh. Political scientist
Rajiv Bhargava of Delhi Uni-
versity and Mrinal Miri, for-
mer VO of North-East Hill Uni-
versity, will review ICPR.
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Obama may push India’s case
for membership of elite N-clubs

Likely To Back
Delhi For Seat
At NSG Table

Indrani Bagchl | Tay

New Delhi: The ndia-178 nu-
clear deal 1= poised to talke an-
other leap with U8 President
Baracl Obama expected to en-
dorse India‘s membership to
the world s top non-prolifera-
tion regimes, lilke Wassenaar
Arrangement and Australia
Group. Due to somme NPT sen-
sitivity, the US iz likely to give
“forward-leaning” support for
a future Indian membership
to the MNuclear Buppliers
Group (MNSG).

Apossible Indian member-
ship to these groups will not
anly open India Inc's aocess to
advanced and controlled tech-
nologies, it will also bring Ind-
18 inio a tightly run club, which
controls the flow of advanced
military, civilian and dual-use
technologies to nonanembers,
This would be in sectors like
avionics, composite materials,
machine intelligence and robo-
tics, sensors, signals processi-

Stwdents prepare science prﬂ-jEEtS ahead of US President Barack
Obama's visit, at Holy Mame Cathedral School in Mumbai

ng, simulation, chemicals, ph-
armaceuticals etc. India now

preneurial class, A strategic
partnershipwith the US with-

ranks fairly outa fullscope
lowyr in compet- technology
lfiveness in ad- B Mn H' n[ partnership
vanced infras. il would restra-

tructure. This
cotld change dramatically
Essentially, it means bene-
fits of nuclear deal can extend
tonot only civilian nuclear sec-
tor but cut across many appli-
cations, which, if utilised cor-
rectly will open up awhole new
universe to the Indian entre-

n India's po-

tential to build its socio-eco-

nomic infrastructure,” Rav.

inder Pal Singh, international
sRCUritY expert, said.

In return, India will have
to harmonise its export
control regulations andkeepa
tight lid on who and where

it exports to. But it means
Indian companies can signifi-
cantly improve their techno-
logical standing with a world
Dfactwaucedtechmlngiasnpﬂl
mgup. Af present, Indian tech-
nologists, or compeanies, are not
ever in the running,

In 2005, lsrael, ancther coum-
try that has not signed the NPT,
signed a classified agreement
with the US to adhere partial-
Iy to the Wassenaar Arrange-
ment and worked out its export
control laws by 2007,

The membership to NG
1z alittle further dowmn the line
because some criteria has to
be developed that will accept
India as an NPT-compliant
country rather than as an
NPT signatory, Government
sources believe 2008 waiver
has opened the door for India.
India i= keen to become a
member of NSG, because it
wants to get into the commer-
cial civilian nuclear business,

More importantly, India
wants to get into the tent be-
fore the MSG decides to block
enrichment and reprocessing
technology for non-members
which would seriously ham-
per the devel oprment of India’s
civilian nuclear sector
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Killer protein
found, to help
cancer fight

London: For the first time,
scientists have discovered an
“assassin® protein which at-
tacks and kills regue cells to
protect the human immune
system, a breakthrough that
canlead tonew treatments for
a host of diseases, including
cancer, malariaand diabetes.

Using powerful electron
microscopes, a team of Aus-

tralian and British scientists -

found how the protein, called
perforin, adopts a unigue

mechanism of punching.

holes in the cells that have be-
come cancerous or infected
by viruses. The the ten-year
study, published in Nature, is
thefirst toshowhow perforin
plays an important role of
cleaning wayward cells that
could otherwise cause sever-
al life-threatening diseases,
including cancer.

Helen Saibil, who led the
UK team at Birkbeck College,
said. “Perforin is a powerful
bullet in the arsenal of our
immune system — without it
we could not deal with the
thousands of rogue cells that
turnupinourbodiesthrough
ourlives.”

“Perforin is our body's
weapon of cleansing and
death,” said project leader
James Whisstock from Mo-
nash University, Australia.

Experts say perforin
works by punching
holes in rogue celis
that have been
‘hijacked’ by viruses .
or turned into
cancer cells. The
holes then

allow toxic enzymes
into the cells and
destroy them

According tothe team, per-
forin works by punching holes
in rogue cells that have been
“hijacked” by viruses or turn-
ed into cancer cells. The holes
then allow toxic enzymes into
the cells and destroy them.

. If perforin isn’t working
properly the body can’t fight
infected cells. And there isevi-
dencefrom mousestudiesthat
defective perforin leads to an
upsurge in malignancy, par-
ticularly leukaemia, said Pro-
fessor Joe Trapani, head of
the Cancer Immunology Pro-
gram at the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Centre in Melbourne.

The scientists said the pro-
tein shared a number of mo-
lecular similarities with bac-
terial toxins like anthrax,
listeria and streptococcus, en
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DU results to
be online, VC
tells teachers

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Teachers have
been protesting against se-
mesters for a variety of rea-
sons. One of their concerns
has been the declaration of
results in time if exams are
to be conducted every six
months. Atcording to the
new vice-chancellor of Del-
hi University, professor Di-
nesh Singh, teachers need
not worry about it as the au-
tomation process of the en- -
tire examination system is
already under way
Speaking to TOI, Singh
said he was himself super-
vising the automation
process. Some part of it is
expected to be implemented
in the postgraduate courses
by this December itself.
Singh said, “We will take
care of the results. Teachers
will just have to grade the
scripts. 1 have all faith in
them.' He added, “"Every-
thing will be available online
and the marksheets would
be printed automatically™
Every academic detail of
each student will be available .
in an online database by next
vear. It’s a part of the ongo- .
ing Student Lifecycle Man-
agement {SLCM) -  pro- -
gramme under which stu-
dents will be given a unique
identification number that
can be used to aceess all back-
ground infermation. “Once
the process is antomated, the
assessment will become
much faster. Teachers will
just have to check the scripts
and award marks. Things
like writing or typing names,
numbers and other infor-
mation will not be regquired.
The university will just need
& day or two to declare re-
sults,” a DU ofTicial said.
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Climate game lets you
decide Earth’s fate

London: Ever wondered how
one person could save the
planet from the effects of cli-
mate change? A British-made
computer gamecreatesdiffer-
ent ways of doingjust that.
‘Fate of the World’ puts the
Earth’s future

emissions-heavy fossil fuels.
Through different scena-
rios, players can explore op-
tions such as alternative ener-
gy sources to save the planet
from rising temperatures,
dwindling natural resources
and a growing .

in

Dlayers REAL-LIFE SCENARIO population

ds, placing ==
them in charge of an interna-
tional environmental body
which could save the world
fromtheeffects of risinggreen-
house gas emissions or let it
perish by continuing to rely on

over the next
200 years. The game departs
from more mainstream action
games by using datafromreal
climate models and advice
from scientists and econo-
mists. rReutErs

P-19

Going full steam: At 33, we're the busiest

London: Aged 337 Then it's
the busiest period of your
life, a survey has found.
According to the survey
by internet mail provider
Hotmail, 33 years is the age
when the struggle to balance
work, family and social activ-
ities takes up more time than
at any other point in one's
life. There is so much to do
that a third of 33-year-olds

say they get an average of on-
ly five hours sleep a night.
Two thirds claim they spend
more than38 hours a week in

family commitments are
dealt with, the average
33yearold has only one
hour a day left to do some-

office,

thing they en-

surveyfound WORK-LIFE BALANCE joy 56% regu-

And 60%
say they are forced to double
book work and social ap-
pointments to try to squeeze
everythingin, the Daily Mail
reported. Once work and

larly need to
take work home to complete
it; 90% of 33-year-old women
said they thought they were
busierthan men of the same
age, This could be down to

women juggling senior level
careers, getting married
and having a family.

Fiona Fyfe, from Hot-
malil, said, “The research
statistics show we are all
struggling to juggle the pri-
orities in life, When we re-

- achourthirties, our careers
. tend.toe be high pressured

and we've more responsibil-

" ity imourklives. eni



Page 7 of 13

Hindustan
Times IND
o2/11/72010 P10

EXPERT PANEL
TO STUDY CHINA
MODEL T0
IMPROVE HTs

Tharu Sudan Kasturi

- charu hkasturi@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: A panel of experts
formmed by HRID>» rminister Kapil
Sibal to draw up a blueprint for
Iprroving thhe guality of teach-
ing and research at the Indian
Institutes of Technology will
leave for China on Tuesday. The
tearm will take a close Iook at
the success of Chinese instituates
in science, engineering and
research.
| The teamm, headed by forrrler
Atrtomic Energy Cormmission
chajiriman AAnil Kakodkar, will
wisit Beijing, Shanghai and
Hangzhou — in eastern Chinac
Members will meet academi-
cians, scientists, researchers
and administrators, panel
sources said. The other mern-
bers are industrialist Hari
Bhartia, ITT BMadras professor
Acshok JThoanjbhunwala and FIIRID
ministry additional secretary
Asholk Thaloar
The move to study China to
"pull vp the rankings of thhe ITT=
cormes after top Chinese insti-
tutions have repeatedly out-
rerformed their ITndian courn—
terparts in global rankings like
the QS annmnual rankings.
Six Chinese univers=sities fig-
ure in the top 200 ranks=s of the

2010 QS rankings — Peking
University (rank A7), Tsingua
Tniversity {54, . Fudanrn

TIniversity (105}, Shanghai Jiao
Tong UIniver=sity (151), Unidiversity
of Science and Techrnology (154)
and Nanjing University (F77).
In contrast, among Indian
institutions, only ITT Bombay——
at ranik 187 fNgures in the top
200. “There is mo sharme in
accepting that select, top
Chinese institutions are per-
ceived as better in many
respects than our top institua-
tions like the ITTs. Sometimes,
you need to learn from those
better in order to beat thermn,”
said a panel member
: represents the fGrst ooco—
sion that. a government team
tasked with proposings educa-
tion reforms=s has traveled to
China and officially looked for
tips there.
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9 Indian research
institutes get
T'TY grant B

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Think Tank.

Initiative (ITI), a partner-
ship of major donors, has
awarded $21 million in grants
to 16 independent policy re-

- search institutions in South

Asia nine of them from India.

These include the Indian
Institute of Dalit Studies;
Public Affairs Centre; Center
for Study of Science, Technol-
ogy and Policy; Institute of
Rural Management; National
Council of Applied Economic
HResearch; Centre for Policy
Research; Centre for Budget
and Governance Accountabil-
ity: and the Institute of Eco-
nomic Growth and Centre for

- the Study of Developing So-

cieties from India.
Long overdue

Speaking at a function here
on Saturday where the grants
were announced, MMinister of
State for Science & Technol-
ogy, Prithviraj Chavan, said-
this kind of support was long
overdue in India. ’

“While a lot of exciting

things are happening with

science and technology in In-
dia, almost nothing is hap-
pening in social science
research and the creation of
more high guality policy re-
search organisations™, the
Minister said, according to an
International Dewvelopment
Research Centre release here.

Strengthen'ing research

The TTI is a multi-donor
Programme dedicated - to
strengthening independent
policy research institutions
in the developing world.

Correction s

The cartoon showing the im-
age of India published along-
side the article, From
California orange to INagpur
orange (Open Page, October

.81, 2010), inadvertently left
cout certain areas of Jammu

and Kashmir as shown in the
‘official map of India. The er-
ror is regretted.
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What ails education system

We are not usmg 90 per cent of our gene pool to generate a true knowledge-
based somety that can produce world-class leadership in various areas

Pusm M. BHAnGAVA

UR entire education sys- "
tem—ube it school education,

higher education, vocational
education or professional education, or
be it education in sciences or social sci-
ences, engineering or medicing —is in
a mess, baring a small number of
exceptions. Let me state five major
problems with our education.

Our state-run school system for Class

110 X is mostly a shambles. One just
has to look at the report of the Nation-
al University of Educational Planners
and Administrators on the state of our
government schools, to be convinced of
that. In most cases, the facilities such as,
teachers, buildings, required laborato-
1y equipment, and toilets for girls are
‘virtually non-existent or inadequate.
The Central Schools are an exception
but one can get one’s child admitted to
a Central School unless one is a gov-
emment employee (usually highly
placed) in a transferable job. .

This was not the situation till the
1960s, when the children of the rich and
the poor all went to govemment schools
or the schools run by bona fide trusts or
societies with an altruistic motive. The
rot in government schools started when
we allowed setting up of private schools
de facto, with a profit motive, and when
the rich, the affluent and the power-
ful started sending their ¢hildren to
such schools, which on account of their
high fees excluded over 90 per cent of
children of school-going age. The
Central Schools escaped this rot
because of the nature of their clientele.

Not that private, for-profit schools
imparted first-rate education. Far from
it, they provided an opportunity of seg-
regation of the fich from the poor that
the rich desired. They realised that if
every child in the country had equal
opportunity of good school education,
(a) where will they get the household
servmtg,g;qrg (b) sheir children will
have much toughet compeuuon inlife
and (c) the top 10 per cent will not be
able to exploit the remaining 90 per cent
of the population. Let us remind our-
selves of the late Arjun Sen Gupta's
analysis of the last census which estab-
lished that, at that time, 77 per cent of
Indians lived on less than Rs 20 per day,
which, in terms of dollar parity, is like
living on $2 a day in the US. Today, this
amount may have risen to Rs 30, but the
gapbetween the top 10 per cent and the
rest has also increased.

The Right to Education (RTE) Act
is an eyewash. What it promises can-
not be delivered as regards govemn-
ment-run schools or as regards those
who cannot afford to send their chil-
dren to private commercial schools, as
long as such for-profit schools are
encouraged. In fact, the Actis a delib-
erate ploy to transfer government
money to private schools without
commensurate benefit to society.

The only solution would be (a) de-
commercialisation of school educa-
tion, and (b) setting up a common
school system in which the existing pri-
vate schools can be assimilated. The
details of such a process of assimilation

‘have been worked cut by many, includ-
ing our former Foreign Secretary, Prof.
Muchkund Dubey, for the state of Bihar.
It has been shown over and over again
that the country can afford it if it allo-
cates 6 per cent of GDP for education,
as has been committed by the present
government and its previous edition.
As tegards higher, non-professional
university education, the greatest bane
of ours is the over 20,000 affiliated col-
leges which offer various degrees. A
vast majority of them have been set up

-for making money and produce unem-

ployable graduates. If we want to raise
the standards of university education,
we must follow the recommen-
dations of the Yash Pal Com-
mittee.

Recognising the fact that
out of these over 20,000 affil-
iated colleges, a small number
(around 2,000-3,000) are likely to

be very good, there is no reason
why they should net be cenvert-

ed into universities. This will
also  take
care of

India’s
_requirement
of at least 3,000
universities with not
more, than 10,000 sttt L0 &
ems each. Out of the remalmng aﬁ'll—
iated colleges, perhaps another couple
of thousand may have the potential of
becoming good enough to be convert-
ed into a university. They should be
given four to five years for improving |
themselves. The rest should be convert-
ed into vocational institutions, which

should give only adiploma after class- -

es VI, X or XII.

Another problem of higher educa-

tion is the approval given by some
governments to private universities,
and also the fact that some of them are
running without the required approval,
with the government taking no action
» against them. These universities cover :
up their deficiencies by extensive
advertisement. If our universities are
good, they would no doubt be able to
attract both talent and resources. Why
is it that Ratan Tata can give 50 mil-
lion dollars as a gift to Harvard but not
to any of our universitics?

Coming to professional education
such as in the area of medicine, engi-
neering and nussing, the corruption in
bodies such as the Medical Council of
India (MCI), All-India Council of
Technical. Education (AICTE), Phar-

macy Council of India and Nursing
Council of India, appointed by the Acts
of Parliament, to accredit only those
institutions that come up to the mark,
is now widely known. The government
has finally woken up to it, and at least,
in the case of MCI, has replaced the
existing structure through an Act of the
Parliament, with an interim governing

board which does not have any of the .

present members of MCI on it.
In fact, all the 13 such councils that

control professional education in the -,

country should be abrogated and the
recommendation of the Yash Pal Corn-
mittee to set up a National Commission
for Higher Education and
Research, which would then
setup systems for accreditation
of professional institutions,

for readers to learn as to how all
these councils grant accreditation
to professional colleges, including
medical, engineering, pharmacy
and nursing colleges. If

you want

tosetupa
medical, engi-

‘ neering, nursing or phar-
maf:y college that will award
“dogreds, and jfyow hauel onnegfiotis:
andahtﬂemoneymatyouwanﬂdunﬂ-

“tiply, you rent a building and appoint

an event manager whose job will be to
get you teachers such as professors,
equipment and even students on rent.
The ongoing rate for such professors in

Hyderabad is between Rs 30,000 and,

40,000 per day; they are generally
needed only for two-three days. Event
managers set up your laboratories and
do everything else to ensure that min-
imum requirements for recognition are
satisfied. You then invite, say, the
AICTE to send you an inspection team
which would have been carefully
selected to ensure that the college gets

the recognition it has sought as long as -
it pays the bribe which is shared by all

concemed, from top to downwards.
‘When the inspection team arrives, you

take good care of its members in ways

that'Tdo not need to mention again. The
inspection team then gives you recog-
nition. After the team goes away, the

show is dismantled but as you have got .

the recognition, you can admit stu-
dents, charging them high fees. The
students or their parents do not know
that the graduates the college would
produce would be unemployable.

should be implemented. In this’
connection, it will be amusing -

Anothcr tragedy of higher educauon
in the country is the utter lack of under-
standing of the requirements of high-
quality higher education at the univer-
sity level, by both, the Centre and state
as well as the bureaucracy. Awareness
of and respect for academic excellence
in this country is dismally low not only
in these groups but also amongst the so-
called academicians themselves. And
the reason for this is not far to seek. Our
scientific and technological manpower
of three million comes from a take-off
population of, at most, 100 million and
not 1.1 billion; the rest of the over 90

per cent of our people have been -

excluded and continue to be excluded
from the education system. This hasled -
to a situation where, on one hand, a
large number {over 30 per cent!) of
those who are recipients of higher edu-
cation should never have been allowed
to goforit while, on the other hand, we
are not using 90 per cent of our gene
pool to generate a true knowledge-
based society that can produce world-
class leadership in various areas, of

‘quality and quantity that is India’s right

and obligation to provide.

. To sum up, as regards education in

our country, the diseases have been’
diagnosed and the cure stares us in the
eye, but the political will to implement
the cure is lacking. The reason is that
the disease does not affect the rich,
the powerful and the influential,

- i.e,, the politicians, the bureaucrats and

the jeaders of business who use educa-
tion entirely for persomal gain and
exploitation of the uneducated; the

-sheer excitement of knowledge that
leads to pushing its frontiers is

unknown to them (exoepuons granted)
‘The situation cannot improve unless
the ever-increasing chasm between

the minority of the privileged 5-10 per -

cent and the majm'ity of the unprivi«

“leged, remaining 90-95 per cent, is

bridged. That can only happen when *
our primary gmphasis is %mwfwn
not on high, growth rate or’ ¢rea

more billionaires. Tt is not suxpnsmg ,
that India has received no Nobel Prize |

 in Science or in Literature after Raman

and Tagore. Our future Nobel Prize
winners will come from the over 80
per cent of India that lives today in less -
than, say, Rs 30 per day—when this .
India has unfettered access to quahty
education at all levels.

The writer is a former Vice-Chairman,
Nesiomnl oot

ledge C

. ADMISSION
DEADLINE

From now, more information

on Admission Deadiine will
be available online. Please . .
visit The Tribune website -
at: www.tribuneindia.com”
! and click on “Education” in

the “Weekly Specials”

section to get details.
— Pervin Malhotra, .
www.careerguidanceindia.com

“
.
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"On Rahul cue, Sibal talks
student polls with V-Cs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 1

TWO days after Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi took up
the issue of student unions in
three of UP’s universities
with him, HRD Minister

Kapil Sibal on Monday pur-

sucd the matter with the
. Vice-Chancellors.,

Sibal dialled Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) V-
C Prof D P Singh while Ali-

‘garh  Muslim  University
" (AMU) V-CProf PK Abdul
Azis called on the minister to
discuss the matter. =
Sibal said he spoke to the

three V-Cs to convey to them

the concerns raised by the

students of Allahabad Uni-

versity, AMU and BHU. The
students of these universities
had met Sibal on Saturday,

accompanied by Rahul, who
is also a member of the Par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee on HRD. Prof Azis
told reporters that AMU
would notify student union
elections and hold them in
January nextyear, -
Maintaining that the stu-
dents’ demand for holding

the elections immediately

was not feasible as examina-
tions would be held on the
campus between November
9 and December 23, the V-C

said once the.campus re-

opened after winter vacation
on January 14, the elections
would be duly notified and
held by January 24.

While the AMU last held
student elections in 2007,

. the BHU saw it in 1997 and
the Allahabad University

in 2004.
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